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GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY ACQUISITION: 




Iran (?), Sasanian Period, 4-5th century A.D. 

64.96 RHYTON, THE GODDESS DRAVSPA 

Silverj repouss^ and engraved, partially gilded, H. 7-1/2” 

Purchase, Leonard C. Hanna Jr. Bequest 
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The most important silver piece to enter the Near Eastern collection 
during the anniversary year is the rhyton in the form of the head of goddess 
Dravspa, possibly of Iranian origin from the Sassnian period, fourth or fifth 
century A.D. It is executed in repousse and is engraved and partially gilded. 

This piece ranks among the great artistic achievements of all times, 
comparable in its field to the Mona Lisa, the Venus de Milo, the Nike of 
Samothrace, or the lady of Elche. Moreover, the rhyton is practically vdthout 
precedent in shape (the form of a human head). From the very beginnings of 
Iranian art such vessels had always appeared in the form of an animal and the 
only other well-known example of a rhyton in the same basic form as Cleveland's 
is in the British Museum. Theirs is executed in glazed ceramic, but the Cleveland 
one is the only surviving example in silver. Stylistically both are dissimilar, 
but they come from the 3ame general cultural milieu. 

The face of the Cleveland vessel has a strongly Indian character, indi- 
cating that perhaps the rhyton comes from eastern Iran or one of the eastern 
territories bordering on Iran where both Indian and Iranian cultures flourished 
side by side. At present it is — and probably will be for a long time 
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impossible to be specific about either date or provenance, although the quality 
of the piece does suggest an early date. 

There is a problem in iconography. The ox, or the bull, had great 
importance in the Zoroastrian and pre-Zoroastrian religions of Iran. According 
to ancient beliefs all life sprang from the seed of the primeval bull. In 

mythology the personification of animal life is the goddess Dravspa the 

H soul of the bull" who escaped to heaven after the death of the bull and 

was charged with the protection of all animal life. Dravspa, then, was the 
goddess of fertility concerned with animal life. It seems that the Cleveland 
rhyton represents this goddess and it may well have been used in offering 
libations dedicated to her. 



